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R 1I090IZ JAN 78 
PM USINT BAGHDAD 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5462 
INEO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 

CONPIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0032 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, IZ 

SUBJECT: KURDISH INSURGENCY RESUMES ALTER ABORTED SECRET TALKS 

1. TURKISH EMBASSY COUNSELOR INPORMS US THAT KURDISH 
DELEGATION REPRESENTING ADHERENTS OP BOTH MUSTAPA 
BARZANI AND JALAL TALABANI VISITED BAGHDAD ABOUT TWO 
WEEKS AGO FOR TALKS WITH CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. KURDS 
REPORTEDLY WERE PICKED UP BY IRAQI HELICOPTER PROM 
POINT NEAR KHAZNA, IN THE RUGGED AREA CLOSE TO 
INTERSECTION OP BORDERS OP IRAQ, TURKEY AND IRAN. 

IRAQI HOSTAGES REMAINED BEHIND AT THIS KURDISH-HELD 
SITE AS GUARANTEE FOR SAFE RETURN OP KURDISH DELEGATION. 

2. IN BAGHDAD, KURDISH NEGOTIATORS PRESENTED THREE 
DEMANDS, ALL OF WHICH WERE UNACCEPTABLE TO GOVERNMENT: 

(1) EXPAND AUTONOMOUS AREA WEST TO INCLUDE SINJAR 
AND OTHER NORTHERN AREAS NEAR SYRIAN BORDER, 

ABSORB KIRKUK AND OILFIELDS AND EXPAND SOUTH TO INCLUDE 
KHANAQUIN AND AREAS NEAR IRANIAN BORDER. 

(2) WITHDRAW GOVERNMENT PORCES PROM AUTONOMOUS AREA 
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AND ALLOW PESH MERGA TO TAKE OVER SECURITY PUNCTIONS. 

(3) DISMISS PRESENT MEMBERS OP LEGISLATURE AND 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OP AUTONOMOUS AREA AND ALLOW THEIR 
REPLACEMENT BY ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES. 

3. APTER RETURN OP DELEGATION TO THE NORTH AND THEIR 
EXCHANGE FOR HOSTAGES, FIGHTING HAS RESUMED. IT IS 
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AT A LOW LEVEL, HOWEVER, WHICH HAS NOT NECESSITATED 
EURTHER MOVES OF IRAQI MILITARY INTO AREA OF INSURGENCY. 

4. IN RECENT TALKS WITH TURKS, IRAQI MILITARY MEN 
COMPLAINED THAT TURKISH ARMY NOT DOING ENOUGH TO PREVENT 
INFILTRATION OF KURDISH REBELS AND SUPPLIS THROUGH 
TURKISH BORDER AREAS FROM SYRIA. TURKS RESPONDED 
THAT THEY HAD STOPPED INFILTRATION DURING SUMMER MONTHS, 

BUT ONSET OF WINTER IN THESE AREAS OF EXTREMELY ROUGH 
TERRAIN WAS HIGHLY FAVORABLE TO GUERRILA SUPPLY 
AND REINFORCEMENT MOVEMENTS. 

PECK 
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